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The St. Louis Guanella Village was conceptualized in 
2010, St. Louis Center’s 50th Anniversary Year, as an 
integrated community for people of all abilities. 
This was a move away from the old 
congregate housing style and offers 
a much more personalized and 
independent lifestyle for residents. St. 
Louis Center’s goal was to build an 
inclusive community where everyone 
feels welcomed and accepted.
Fast forward to the present, and 
the Village is now home to adults 
with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities, several family members, 
and all others who wish to live in this 
very tranquil, intentional community. 
The dream of many has become a 
reality. Just this year, we had parents of a St. Louis Center 
resident move into one of the residential houses to 
be nearer their daughter while maintaining space and 
independence.
Juanita Pampuch, who newly resides in the Village with 
her husband Gary, said this about living in this intentional 

community, “My daughter lives in the Village with her 
friends. We were looking for a family environment 
for her, and St. Louis Center offers things that are not 

offered anywhere in the state, 
such as daily activities and 
regular opportunities to safely 
go out into the community. My 
husband and I know everyone in 
the Village, which is wonderful. 
We are independent now, but if 
something happens to either of 
us, we know that there will be 
help whenever we need it.” 
This approach to integrated 
living provides opportunities for 
individuals with disabilities to 
live, work, and socialize alongside 

their non-disabled peers. Individuals like Juanita and 
Gary are great examples of embracing St. Louis Center’s 
mission as they become new neighbors and fast friends 
with our amazing residents. St. Louis Center has realized 
its vision, thanks to its many supporters, and plans 
to continue to construct additional affordable and 
integrated housing.

St. Louis Center serves people with intellectual and developmental disabilities in an intentional, faith-based community.

PAMPUCH FAMILY EMBRACES THE MISSION
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Juanita, Jacqui and Gary enjoy community-wide 
events in this vibrant village.

TAUBMAN ART OPENING
The artists of St. Louis Center will have a display of their 
personality-filled flowers at University of Michigan’s 
Taubman Center beginning in December. Eli Zemper, 
clay workshop teacher, said, “I’m so excited to see their 
work displayed in a place where giving joy to others 
helps alleviate some harder things.” The artwork will 
be on display December 18th. Watch for more details 
about the forthcoming artist reception in the 
New Year! 

Flowers will continue to bloom at the Taubman Center 
beginnning December 18th.



SHARING GOD’S LOVE ON 
THE DETROIT RIVER
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FROM FR. SATHEESH
Embrace the Mission
Dear Friends of St. Louis Center,
Greetings in the name of the Lord!
As the weather becomes colder and 
the holiday busy-ness begins, let us 
reflect on what we hold most dear. 
I find it too easy to get swept up in 
the details of a busy work schedule 
that I must remind myself why I am 
here. I am here to further the mission 
of those who came before me, of 
St. Louis Guanella, and ultimately, 
of Christ. Each and every one of us 
can do this by showing kindness and 

compassion to 
those around us. 
In a time when 
the world 
appears so 
cold, both 
physically and 
metaphorically, 
I urge you to 
rekindle the 
kindness of 
Christ. I hope 
that no level of differences will keep 
you from embracing the mission 
of our Lord. I urge you to bring 

your neighbor close, for it is 
the practical and actionable 
show of love that allows us to 
combat all levels of discontent. 
When considering how you 
can act out the mission of 
Christ, I hope you consider 
joining St. Louis Center in our 
work physically, financially, and 
spiritually.
Also, a special thank you to all 
who support us throughout this 

wonderful giving season.

SLC COMMUNITY 
ADVISORY COUNCIL

Joseph Munie, Chair
Glenn Johnson, Vice-Chair

Donna Hrozencik, MD, Secretary
Mark Umlauf, Treasurer

On September 21, 2025, the Manresa Caravan Annual 
“Diamond Jack” Cruise was held on the Detroit River with 
God’s “Special Ones.” Alhambra members focus on making 
life’s moments more joyful and fulfilling for those they support. 
With enough enhanced moments, a sense of fullness of life is 
assured. 
Over 100 guests and caregivers, including 20 from St. Louis 
Center, enjoyed pizza, snacks, pop, water, and of course 
homemade cookies and crisped rice treats! Norm Pranger was 
the DJ, creating an atmosphere suitable for dancing and fun. 
The mystical hijinks of Magician Bill Brang provided smiles and 
laughter. It was the makings of a GREAT DAY!!!!!
The “Mission of Service” embraced by the Order of Alhambra is 
a perfect example of embracing the mission of the 
St. Louis Center. God bless those who see a need 
and choose to serve those needs! Special thanks to 
the many Alhambra members who volunteered.

Alhambra Supreme Director John Michniak welcomes Direct Care Worker 
Sierra Lane, Sarah, Cathy, and Direct Care Worker Elyse Latshaw onto the 

Diamond Belle.

Use the camera app on your mobile device to scan QR codes throughout the newsletter to read more about the Center.

James Kennedy, JD
Kenneth Klovski

William Lamb, JD
Ted Ludlow

George Mallison
Kathi Neuman
Norm Neuman

Amy Ninness
Juanita Pampuch
Jerry Ruggirello

Rosalie Tocco-Bradley, MD
Don Walker

Barry Borsenik, 
(MI State Deputy, KofC)



MODELS OF THE MISSION

SWINGING FOR THE MISSION
HONORING PAUL FRISINGER THROUGH FELLOWSHIP AND GIVING
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Staff | Family | Community | Volunteers
The workers in a Guanellian Institute must be agreeable 
to uphold the human and Christian values of solidarity 
and benevolence, characteristic of the Guanellian 
charism. (From the book inspired by the writings of St. 
Louis Guanella: With Faith, Love, and Competence: Profile 
of the Guanellian Staff, 126.)
Please visit the website to view current staff openings.
Committed volunteers help provide “Fullness of Life” 
for the residents. Explore volunteer opportunities at:  
stlouiscenter.org/have-fun-here/volunteer/

PROFILES OF GUANELLIAN STAFF
THOSE WHO WORK IN A GUANELLIAN 
CENTER POSSESS AN AWARENESS OF 
TAKING PART IN A MISSION, A WORK 

THAT REQUIRES MORAL COMMITMENT
- WITH FAITH, LOVE, AND COMPETENCE 126

Providing “best in class” care for the residents can only be 
achieved by retaining a staff who embrace the Center’s 
mission. At times, the work is difficult, but it is always 
rewarding. To help show gratitude in a concrete way, a 
team of folks equally dedicated to the mission organized 
the 3rd Annual All Staff Day on September 25, 2025. The 
Family Association was on hand to help serve breakfast 
and lunch, the kitchen staff planned and prepared the 
meal, maintenance and housekeeping took care of set-up 
and clean-up, social services helped decorate, Robin Smith 
and Summer Read planned games, and Karen David and 
Cindy Lesser combined forces to be sure that there were 
prizes for everyone. In addition to providing meals and 
playing team-building games, several training courses 
were offered for personal and professional development. 
Working at the Center is more than just a job; it is a 
mission, a mission that becomes a way of life for the 
dedicated staff.

If there is one thing we have 
learned in the non-profit 
world, it’s that golf is not only 
a fun activity, it’s also a great 
connector. That’s why every 
year, St. Louis Center puts on 
the Memorial Golf Outing. At 
this outing, we celebrate the 
life of a beloved, departed 
community member. This year, 
we had the privilege to gather 
in memory of Paul Frisinger. 
Paul was an amazingly active 
community member, a loving 
family man, and an avid 
supporter of St. Louis Center. 

This year’s event was a great 
time; the golf was exciting, 
the company fantastic, and 
the generosity incredible. We 
would like to offer special 
thanks to the event chair, 
Joe Yekulis, who, year after 
year, continues to put on 
an amazing event for all to 
enjoy. Thanks as well to all 
who attended and to those 
who sponsored the event; it 
is because of your generosity 
that St. Louis 
Center is able 
to continue its 
meaningful work.

Direct Care Worker Kaitlynn Leonard, Housekeeper Laurie Mathews, 
and Day Program Coordinator Haylie Gottschalk, work together to 

help their team win the Marshmallow Challenge.

After enjoying the Angel Food Catering breakfast generously 
provided by the Nadeau family, golfers prepared their strategy 

and waited for the Outing to begin.



Mail this form to: Development Dept., St. Louis Center, 
16195 W. Old U.S. Hwy 12, Chelsea, MI 48118 or
Donate Online by scanning the code below or at: 
https://stlouiscenter.org/give-here/embrace-mission/

Note: We value your privacy as much as you do. We will 
never share your information with any third party. 

Contact Information
Name:  

Address: 

City/State/Zip:

Phone Number: 

E-Mail:

Fall Newsletter 2025

Make a Gift Today
 One-Time Gift:   $50  $100   $250   Other $
	         $357 - Help cover one resident’s benevolent care costs 	

			   for one day.

 Recurring Donation - Make a monthly gift and automatically 	
			   become a SUSTAINER!

	 Monthly Gift: $5   $15  $25   Other $

Doing your 2025 taxes?
In an effort to be more environmentally conscious and make your donation go further, 
if you would like a summary of your 2025 giving for tax purposes we ask that you 
please contact Michael at mfranklin@stlouiscenter.org  or 734-475-8430. 

Your Gift is Doubled - until December 31, 2025!
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Linda Anne Alber, 
67, from Jackson, 
MI, passed away on 
Saturday, October 18, 
2025, at the Henry Ford 
Hospital in Jackson, 
MI, surrounded by her 
loving family.

She was born on 
February 15, 1958, in 
Tecumseh, MI, to Allen 
and Nora (Quigley) 
Alber. Linda graduated 
from Chelsea High 
School. She worked 
for the dining services 
at the University of 

Michigan, where she 
retired after 30 years of 
service. 

On April 8, 2013, Linda 
moved into St. Louis 
Center. She quickly 
cemented her place 
in the community, 
becoming a sought out 
friend and companion 
by the other residents. 

Linda was a huge sports 
fan! Her favorite teams 
were Michigan, the 
Tigers and the Lions. 
Linda loved seeing the 
Michigan team at work 
and would often come 
home excited to share 
her meetings. She also 
enjoyed putting puzzles 
together and watching 
game shows, especially 
Family Feud hosted by 
Steve Harvey. She will 
be remembered as a 
happy, bubbly person, 
who loved to laugh.

Linda will be missed 
by her brothers, Bill 
(Darlene) Alber and 
Keith Alber; many 
nieces and nephews 
and extended family. 
She is preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Allen and Nora; and her 
brother, Brian Alber. 

Everyone Miss Linda 
met was her friend. 
She was perpetually 
pleasant and never 
spoke a cross word. We 
will all miss her dearly 
and loved her right up 
to the end.

ALSO 
REMEMBERING:

Norbert Breinig
Mary Houle

Angelina A. Luscri
Esther Pernicano

Sandy Zeeb



Payment Information
Payment Type:   Credit Card    Cash    Check 

Name on Card:  

Card Number :

Exp. Date:        ⁄       3-Digit Security Code:

REMEMBERING OUR FRIENDS

St. Louis Center had the honor of 
welcoming members of the Weingartz 
Family Foundation on Thursday, 
September 11, 2025. The foundation 
is dedicated to uplifting the community 
by supporting causes that reflect its 
values, particularly in the areas of 
human services and Catholic ministries. 
One of its core goals is to “provide 
financial assistance to those who would 
otherwise go without, either materially 
or spiritually.” 
During the visit, Fr. Satheesh shared 
updates about the Center, highlighting 
residents’ summer activities and recent 
campus improvements. They toured 
the main building, spending time with 
residents, before visiting the St. Louis 
Guanella Village. The Center is deeply 
grateful for the continued generosity 
and partnership of the Weingartz 
Family Foundation. 

Ken Weingartz, Fr. Satheesh, and Margaret 
and Ron Weingartz toured the Village to see 
first-hand the impact of their generosity.



Join 
the 

residents, 
celebrate 

the season 
in downtown 

Adrian MI for the 
annual tree lighting!

AN ITALIAN TRADITION
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On Wednesday, October 22nd 
St. Louis Center held its annual 
Trunk or Treat event. 
Although the weather was a bit 
chilly and wet, the event was 
an amazing success! We had 
a ton of trunks come out from 
the community, fully decorated 
to hand out candy. Despite the 
inclement weather an estimated 
400 people came out to have 
fun this year!
While not a huge fundraising 
event for the Center, this event 
is extremely important for 
another reason: connection. 

Trunk or Treat is unique 
because at no cost to them, 
families from the community 
come visit the Center and 
get to see the work we do 
here. Not only does it raise 
awareness, it allows for a 
time when anyone from the 
community, especially kids, 
can interact with our residents 
with I/DD. This event acts 
as a reminder that when we 
spend time getting to know 
our neighbors, we become a 
little closer, learning to love one 
another as God intended.

BUILDING BONDS, ONE TREAT AT A TIME

Jesse, Amy, and Jackie Lothamer enjoyed gathering 
candy from all of the volunteers who came to help spread 
Halloween joy.

Sonny Randazzo is no stranger to the 
generosity of the Italian community. He 
grew up surrounded by Jack Tocco, Sr., Mike 
Chirco, and his own father, the late Nino 
Randazzo. Out of this tradition of giving, 
the Randazzo Men’s Social was born as 
another avenue through which the Italian 
tradition of embracing the St. Louis Center 
mission is fostered. September 18th marked 
the 10th Anniversary of this fun event that 
includes cigars, fine food, football, fellowship, 
and fundraising. Over 200 men filled the 
tent behind the Macomb Twp. location 
of Randazzo Fresh Market. It was another 
successful event, fostering new friendships, 
and raising much needed funds for the Center. 
The Randazzo family exemplifies embracing 
the mission.

Fellowship and the celebration of friends are what the Italian 
American Club of Livonia’s Fall Harvest Fest is all about. Each year, 
members and supporters of the club come together to participate 
in an auction, have good food, and catch up. The event features 
silent auction items, live auction items, and raffles. This year, the 
Fall Harvest Fest took place on Sunday, September 14, 2025. 
The Italian American Club of Livonia Banquet Center was adorned 
by cozy fall colors and decorations; the perfect setting for an 
event that brings people together for community and friendship. 
This year marks another successful silent and live auction. Some 

notable live auction 
items include a 
pearl necklace with 
matching earrings 
from India, 4 Detroit 
Lion’s tickets, and a 
whole prosciutto leg.  
St. Louis Center 
residents provided 
some of their pottery 
to be sold at the 
event, which of 
course, was a big hit. 

Meanwhile, Randazzo brought fresh-baked Italian ciambelle for 
guests to purchase and enjoy. 
The highlight of the event was the presentation of the 
Humanitarian Award to Gerryanna Luscri for her unwavering 
commitment to others. 
Events like the Fall Harvest Fest not only celebrate 
Italian heritage and tradition but also strengthen the 
shared spirit of giving and togetherness that unites our 
communities.

GATHERED IN 
GRATITUDE: HONORING 

HEARTS THAT SERVE

Bob, Fr. David, and Jerome enjoyed the event.

Jack Tocco, Jr, Fr. Franklin, Sonny Randazzo, Fr. 
Satheesh and Ken Klovski enjoyed the nice weather, great 
food, and fellowship.
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Family Spirit

Double your impact. Donate today.

Embracing the Mission

Doing your 2025 taxes?
If you would like a summary of 
your 2025 giving for tax purposes, 
please contact Michael at 
mfranklin@stlouiscenter.org  or 
734-475-8430. 

Double your impact. Donate today.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Christmas Riverwalk

December 5, 2025
Comstock Park - Adrian
Christmas Program

December 14, 2025
St. Louis Center - Chelsea
1,000 Flowers Exhibit

December 18, 2025-February, 2026
Taubman Center - Ann Arbor

Pasta Dinner with the Priests
March 5, 2026

St. Louis Center - Chelsea
Learn more on our website:

stlouiscenter.org/have-fun-
here/events/


