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Mission: St. Louis Center serves individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities in an intentional, faith-based 
community.

Vision: St. Louis Center is a leader in providing innovative and comprehensive services to individuals with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities and their families, all of whom enjoy the fullness of life in an integrated and thriving 

community.



Greetings in the name of the Lord! 
I am truly blessed to call St. Louis Center my home. Each day, 
I’m uplifted by Jerome’s smile, Jackie’s growing skills, and Lee’s 
infectious laughter. These simple joys define who we are — a 
loving community made stronger by our residents, devoted 
staff, and generous donors. Together, we create a place of 
hope, compassion, and joy.
As we close out another fiscal year, I reflect with gratitude 
on all we’ve accomplished and the Lord’s work unfolding 
around us. It’s a privilege to continue this work, and I feel 
called to share the good news of St. Louis Center. Raising 
awareness and advocating for individuals with I/DD is crucial 
— the more people who know us, the more who will join our 
mission. I feel compelled to represent their needs to local, 
state, and federal legislators, as essential funding depends on 
their informed, compassionate decision-making.
As a new fiscal year dawns, it brings fresh hope. I look 
forward to building on the legacy of those who came before 
me and following where the Lord leads. Whatever challenges 
arise, we face them together — loving boldly, caring deeply, 
and striving always for justice and excellence.
We are creating a new format to present the Annual Report. 
Though a year has passed, we present the Annual Report 
for fiscal year  2023-2024, and moving forward it will be 
presented before the end of the calendar year. 
May God bless you all!

A YEAR OF HOPE AND JOY
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ST. LOUIS CENTER SNAPSHOT
St. Louis Center serves a diverse range of individuals. These charts provide a small snapshot of who they are.
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The St. Louis Guanella Village was conceptualized 
in 2010, St. Louis Center’s 50th Anniversary Year, as 
an integrated community for people of all abilities. 

St. Louis Center’s goal was to build an inclusive 
community where everyone feels welcomed and 

accepted.
Fast forward to the present, and the Village is now 
home to adults with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities, several family members, and all others 
who wish to live in this very tranquil, intentional 
community. 
Last year, Mary Cossentino moved into the little white 
house at the front of St. Louis Center’s main campus. 
This next step for Mary and her family has provided 
the opportunity for her to live closer to her son Tony, 
who has been an SLC resident since 2010. Since the 
move, Mary has been a huge help in ensuring that 
Tony gets the best care possible. She has been able 
to take Tony to all of his doctor appointments and 
can give information on his medical history. Mary 
has said many times that she is impressed with 
the scheduled variety of activities available for the 
residents to participate in regularly. She said, “St. Louis 
Center has so much to offer its residents with special 
needs.”
Juanita Pampuch, who resides in the Village with her 
husband Gary, said this about living in this intentional community, “My daughter lives in the Village with her friends. We were looking for a family 
environment for her, and St. Louis Center offers things that are not offered anywhere in the state, such as daily activities and regular opportunities 
to safely go out into the community. My husband and I know everyone in the Village, which is wonderful. We are independent now, but if 
something happens to either of us, we know that there will be help whenever we need it.” 
This approach to integrated living provides opportunities for individuals with disabilities to live, work, and socialize alongside their non-disabled 
peers. St. Louis Center has realized its vision, thanks to its many supporters, and plans to continue to construct additional affordable and 
integrated housing. 

ST. LOUIS GUANELLA VILLAGE: AN INTEGRATED COMMUNITY!

Juanita and Gary Pampuch visit with three neighbors, friends of their 
daughter Jacqui.



IMPROVED HEALTH AND WELLNESS
In 2024, St. Louis Center continued promoting a culture of 

wellness through its Fitness for Life program, an essential part of 
its holisitic, person-centered care for adults with I/DD. 

As residents age, maintaining physical health becomes more 
critical. The program offers regular functional fitness classes 
led by award-winning fitness trainer Caitlin Blomquist (pictured 
above, left), who returned to the Center this year. Ballet 
Chelsea also continues to provide Adaptive Dance classes, 
giving residents the joy of dance while developing physical and 
cognitive skills. 
Fitness for Life was developed in response to research showing 
significantly lower fitness levels among people with I/DD 

compared to the general population. Functional fitness helps 
residents stay as independent as possible by building strength 
for everyday tasks like walking, climbing stairs, or fastening a 
seatbelt. It supports prevention and management of conditions 
like diabetes, obesity, and hypertension.  
The program includes walking, stretching, cardio drumming, 
strength training, and more, all designed to support physical 
and mental health. “It feels so nice to be back and working with 
the residents,” said Caitlin. “My goal is to help them find ease in 
daily activities through functional movement that benefits them 
mentally, physically, and spiritually.” 
Read more stories about fitness at St. Louis Center ...

https://stlouiscenter.org/category/fitness/
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The Seed... 
Thanks to funding from the Kiwanis Club of Ann Arbor and the Chelsea Area Garden Club, Carlie 
Hartwick, St. Louis Center Assistant Program Director, launched the garden project in spring 2024. 
Since most funding came from the Kiwanis Club, Carlie thought it fitting for the Aktion Club to lead.
The Sprout…
The Aktion Club board met in May to plan their vision. Officers Lisa, Sarah, Nancy, and Jacqui 
decided to grow vegetables and flowers. They invited other residents to join, seeing the garden as a 
shared space for creativity and community.
The Bud…
Raised beds were installed in June, and residents shopped for plants and tools at a Jackson nursery. 
Residents began planting with enthusiasm, created a watering schedule, and now tend the garden 
three to four times a week. Jerome loves using the hose, and Jacqui said, “My friends look a little sad, 
but all they need is time and care.”
The Blossom…
Now in full bloom, the garden features chairs, tables, a birdhouse, and handmade windchimes. It’s a 
central, peaceful gathering space used by both Skill Building and Residential Programs.

The Fruit…
Residents are already seeing results—vegetables are ripening, flowers blooming. Carlie says residents are proud to show off their work. This project reflects 
SLC’s Montessori-based goals of encouraging independence and growth.
The Future…
The Aktion Club plans to paint themed garden beds soon, chosen by club vote. Albert says the garden looks “great!” We look forward to watching it—
and our residents—continue to flourish. Read the full article ...

GARDEN GROWTH

https://stlouiscenter.org/garden-growth-a-journey-of-transformation/
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2024 Audited Financials*
St. Louis Center’s financial statements  

for the fiscal year July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024

Support & Revenue 2024

Program Service Revenue $3,101,929

Fundraising & Grants $2,500,384

Other $213,939

Total Support & Revenue $5,816,252

Expenses 2024

Program Services $4,719,899

Management & General $1,011,704

Fundraising & Communications $615,346

Depreciation $570,623

Total Expenses $6,917,572**
*Figures are based on audited financial statements and do not include 

Legacy donations or expenses.
**St. Louis Center relies on limited cash reserves to cover expense 

increases in excess of public reimbursement.

Benevolent Care Provided $3,749,494
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WAYS TO SUPPORT

Benevolent care lies at the heart of St. Louis Center’s 
mission. In fiscal year 2023-2024, the organization 
provided $3,749,494 in benevolent care, thanks to 

our generous supporters. 

Every gift to St. Louis Center proclaims the dignity 
of individuals with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities. There are many ways to support St. 
Louis Center beyond traditional donations:

•	 Retirement Distribution: Donate directly 
from your retirement fund or via IRA rollover.
•	 Stocks or Securities: Gifts of appreciated 
assets can offer tax benefits.
•	 Estate Planning: Include St. Louis Center in 
your will or trust without affecting current finances.

•	 Beneficiary Designation: Name the Center as 
a beneficiary of your life insurance, IRA, or 401(k) 
-no need to update your will. 
•	 Planned Giving Tools: Options like Charitable 
Gift Annuities or Remainder Trusts and other 
vehicles are popular ways to make a gift while 
receiving tax benefits and ensuring you and your 
loved ones receive an income.

To learn more visit the GIVE HERE page on our 
website.
For more information, please contact Peggy Cole, 
Director of Development & Communications, at 
mcole@stlouiscenter.org or 734.475.8430.

http://stlouiscenter.org/give-here/how-to-support/ 

mailto:mcole%40stlouiscenter.org?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20support%20St.%20Louis%20Center
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DESTINED FOR GREATNESS: ANDREW’S JOURNEY OF GROWTH AND PURPOSE

Andrew Simon’s story is a testament to the life-changing impact 
of compassion, faith, and opportunity. From a young age, Andrew 
faced significant challenges, including a diagnosis of ADHD and 

traits on the autism spectrum.
 Early on, his behaviors were misunderstood, but his parents 
responded with unwavering patience and a strong belief in his 
potential. Guided by faith, they made bold decisions, including 
moving to a new town to ensure Andrew could thrive.
With the right support, Andrew flourished. After graduating 
from high school in Grass Lake and completing advanced 
manufacturing courses at Jackson College, he struggled to 
find meaningful employment until he found St. Louis Center. 
Now almost one year into his role supporting Maintenance, 
Housekeeping, and Kitchen teams, Andrew has become a valued 
team member and an inspiration to others.
When asked if he likes working at St. Louis Center, Andrew said, “I 
like it a lot,” and he takes pride in it, even while performing tasks 
others might overlook. His mother sees his placement at St. Louis 
Center as the hand of God at work, noting how this opportunity 
has allowed Andrew to find joy and purpose.
Andrew is not only a hard worker; he’s also a creative thinker with 
dreams of developing video games that are inclusive to others 
with Autism Spectrum Disorder. His story reflects what’s possible 
when individuals are given the support and dignity they deserve.
Thanks to the support of our donors, Andrew is not just surviving 
- he’s thriving. Your generosity empowers individuals on staff, 
like Andrew, to live full lives, embracing their unique gifts and 
contributing meaningfully to their communities.
Read the full story ...

FR. DAVID STAWASZ: NURSING BODY, MIND, AND SOUL

https://stlouiscenter.org/stories-that-inspire-the-journey-of-andrew-simon/


FR. DAVID STAWASZ: NURSING BODY, MIND, AND SOUL

Fr. David's journey to the priesthood was a little bit different 
than most. His first awareness of a vocation occurred at the 

age of 25.
After completing college and beginning a career as an x-ray 
tech, the idea of becoming a priest hadn't yet been strong 
enough to pull him into the seminary. He decided instead to 
change careers and became a registered nurse. 
At that stage in his life however, he still felt God calling him. 
He decided to pursue the vocation and entered the seminary.
During his theological studies, Fr. David visited St. Louis 
Center, and it made a strong impression on him. 
After a period of discernment, he offficially made a profession 
to the Servants of Charity on August 24, 2000. Upon 
completion of his formation, he was ordained on May 15, 
2004 at Most Holy Trinity church in the heart of Corktown in 
Detroit.
As a member of the congregation assigned to St. Louis 
Center, Fr. David is the backbone of the Nursing Department. 
He oversees the medical needs of the more than 50 
individuals who call the Center home.
When not in the nursing office, Fr. David can be found 
tending the plants and flowers both indoors and outdoors or 
fixing one of the many vehicles that are part of the Center's 
fleet. We thank Fr. David for his hard work and kindness.



84%
MODIFIED DIETS

46 residents require special food preparation. 
Chopped, gluten free, pureéd, and diabetic are 

some of the prescribed modifications.

St. Louis Center prepares over 60,000 meals each year for its 
residents. Thanks to a private-public funding partnership, St. 
Louis Center’s original commercial kitchen, built in 1960, was 

completely renovated in 2024.
The new kitchen features major modifications to the layout, 
new appliances, and storage to accommodate residents’ 
changing dietary needs. The improved, adaptable layout 
optimizes workflow, ensures safety and hygiene, and provides 
for technological enhancements. Additionally, wide doorways, 
pathways and ample floor space ensure ease of movement 
for culinary staff. Safety features incorporated include non-slip 
flooring, adequate lighting and ventilation, and easy-to-use 
appliances – all of which contribute to efficiency, flexibility, and 
accident reduction.
Old appliances were replaced with new energy and space-
saving ones, and several new appliances, including a commercial 
mixer, were purchased and installed. St Louis Center thanks 
Congressman Tim Walberg for facilitating a federal grant, which 
supported funding for half of this $1,000,000 project, and several 
generous donors who contributed the remaining funds.
Learn more about the kitchen ...

NEW KITCHEN  ENABLES SPECIALIZED CARE

https://stlouiscenter.org/category/kitchen/
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As we reflect on the past year here at St. Louis Center, one thing is clear: 
none of our progress would have been possible without our supporters.

Hundreds of people donated financial support, and many generously 
gave their time by volunteering. Your generosity and compassion have 
paved the way so that we can continue providing specialized and loving 
care to individuals with developmental and intellectual disabilities. 
Because of you, our residents experienced another life-changing year 
filled with growth, joy, and fulfillment. We are truly grateful for the 
incredible community surrounding St. Louis Center. Thank you for helping 
us create a thriving environment where each resident can live with 
dignity. 

YOUR SUPPORT MADE IT ALL POSSIBLE!
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COMMUNITY ADVISORY 
COUNCIL (CAC)

Joseph Munie, Chair
Glenn Johnson, Vice-Chair

Donna Hrozencik, MD, Secretary
Mark Umlauf, Treasurer

James Kennedy, JD
Kenneth Klovski

William Lamb, JD
George Mallison

Kathleen Neuman
Norman Neuman

Amy Ninness
Juanita Pampuch 

(Family Representative)
Jerry Ruggirello

Rosalie Tocco-Bradley, MD
Donald Walker
George Walrath
Vickie Walrath
Barry Borsenik

(MI State Deputy, KofC)

HONORARY CAC MEMBERS

Julie Ballow
Owen Ballow

William Chassé
(Past MI State Deputy,KofC)
Marlene Cunningham

Donald Doll
Lawrence Doll

Joseph Elekonich
Robert Fox

(Past MI State Deputy, KofC)
Frank Grohnert, JD

Jerry Hammerschmidt
Willard Johnson
Charles H. Koenn

Christopher Kolomjec
(Immediate Past MI State 

Deputy,KofC)

Michael Malinowski
(Past MI State Deputy, KofC)

Thomas Marcetti
(Past MI State Deputy, KofC)

Richard McCloy
(Past MI State Deputy, KofC)

Gloria G. Miller
Stan Starkey

Rev. Dr. William J. Turner
Kenneth Unterbrink

(Past MI State Deputy, KofC)
Joseph White

Alexander Zangara
Patricia H. Zangara

Joseph Zilke

SERVANTS OF CHARITY AT 
ST. LOUIS CENTER

Fr. Satheesh Caniton Alphonse
Fr. David Stawasz
Fr. Enzo Addari

Fr. Franklin Michael
Rev. Dr. Amal Rayapillai

Fr. Leo Joseph Xavier

EVENT COMMITTEES
Golf & Glory Outing

Italian American Club of Livonia 
Fall Harvest Fest

Fall Dinner Auction


